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Opening Remarks

Habitat fragmentation and nest predation: emerging parallels
between forest birds and waterfowl. Joe Ball. Montana
Cooperative Wildlife Research Unit, University of Montana,
Missocula, MT 59812.

Nesting biology of American avocets at two wildlife
management areas in north central Montana. Kristi Dubois.
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Helena, MT 59626.

Double-crested cormorants and great blue herons: Management
for biodiversity. Marcy Bishop. USF&WS, National Bison Range,
Moiese, MT 59824.

Release techniques for Columbian sharp-tailed grouse in the
Tobacco Valley, Montana. Lewis Young, David Genter, Bernie
Hall, and Marilyn Wood. Kootenai National Forest, Eureka, MT
59717 (LY), The Nature Conservancy, Helena, MT 59624 (DG and
BH), Montana Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks,
Kalispell, MT 59901 (MW).

Northern pocket gopher use of a black-tailed prairie dog
colony following twelve years of no cattle grazing. Craig J.
Knowles and Pamela R. Knowles. Department of Zoology,
University of Montana, Missoula, MT and Fauna West Wildlife
Consultants, Boulder, MT 59632.

Break

The blackfooted ferret (Mustela nigripes) reintroduction
program with special reference to south Phillips County,
Montana. Ron Crete and Ron Stoneberg, U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, Helena, MT 59624 (RC), and Montana Department of
Fish, Wildlife and Parks, Hinsdale, MT 59241 (RS).

Status of the swift fox in Montana. Craig J. Knowles and
Pamela R. Knowles. FaunaWest Wildlife Consultants, Boulder,
MT 59632.

Recent status of the bald eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus) in
Montana. Dennis L. Flath and Robert M. Hazelwood. Montana
Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks, Bozeman, MT 59717
(DF) and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Helena MT 59626
(RMH) .

Status, distribution, and ecology of the golden eagle in
Yellowstone National Park. Terry McEneaney, Yellowstone
National Park, WY 82190.







MONDAY AGENDA
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pallroom C
chair: pick Hutto

1:00 opening Remarks
aAn examination of bird distribution in old-growth and
rotation-aged ponderosa pin/Douglas-fir stands from a
jandscape perspective. Sallie J. Hejl, Jock S. Young, Susan |
A. Colt, and Ruth E. Woods. USFS, Intermountain Experiment
!
|
|

1:10

station, Missoula, MT 59801.

on the conservation of neotropical migratory land birds in
Montana. Richard L. Hutto. Division of Biological Sciences,
University of Montana, Missoula, MT 59812.

Foraging site selection by insectivorous forest birds in
western Montana. Andrew H. Bosma. Division of Biological
gciences, University of Montana, Missoula, MT 59812.

snag use for nest site selection of four primary cavity
nesting woodpeckers in the Bridger Mountains, Montana. James
R. Sparks. Biology Department, Montana State University,
Bozeman, MT 59715, and Gallatin National Forest, Big Timber,
MT 59011.

Logging and forest birds: community-level patterns and a
critical measure of habitat quality. Bret W. Tobalske.
Division of Biological Sciences, University of Montana,
Missoula, MT 59812.

3:00 Break

3:20 Ssmall mammal density and diversity in Douglas-fir
(Pseudotsuga menziesii) old-growth forests as related to
forest structure, Patricia Cramer. Biology Department,
Montana State University, Bozeman, MT 59717.

3140 Red squirrel (Tamiasciurus hudsonicus) cache sites and cache
pattern in Pattee Canyon, Montana. Rebecca S. Burton.
Division of Biological Sciences, University of Montana,
Missoula, MT 59812.

4:00 Rediscovery of the spotted bat (Euderma maculatum), pallid
bat (Antrozous pallidus) and Townsend's big-eared bat
(Plecotus townsendii) in south central Montana. David
worthington. Division of Biological Sciences, University of
Montana, Missoula, MT 59812,

4:20 Results of harlequin duck surveys on the Flathead National
Forest, Montana. John C. Carlson. Montana Natural Heritage
program, Helena, MT 59620 and University of Wyoming, Laramie,
WY.

.30 poster Session







and

san
ent

in
es,

in
cal

ity
mes
ty,
er,

1 a
ke,
na,

fir
to
nt,

iche

ina,

[1id
bat
wvid
7 of

nal
age
nie,

TUESDAY AGENDA
April 9, 1991

Ballroom B and C

8:00

8:15

10:00

Chair:

10:20

10:40

11:00

11:20

11:40

12:00

Chair:

1:00

Opening remarks

Panel discussion ''Are we managing for all wildlife"
Moderator: Dr. Lee Metzgar

Break

Fritz Prellwitz

Dynamics of beaver food caches and cache size as a predictor
of colony size in Wyoming. Cynthia Osmundson and Steven
Buskirk. U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, CMR National
Wildlife Refuge, Box 110, Lewistown, MT 59457 (CO),
Department of Zoology and Physiology, University of Wyoming,
Laramie, WY 82071.

Mortality rates of the pine marten in southwest Montana,
Craig Fager. Department of Biology, Montana State University,
Bozeman, MT 59717.

Wolf ecology update. Dan Pletcher. School of Forestry,
University of Montana, Missoula, MT 59812.

Mortality and seasonal distribution of white-tailed deer in
an area recently recolonized by wolves. Jon S. Rachael,
School of Forestry, University of Montana, Missoula, MT
59812.

The significance of disease in wildlife populations. Mark
Johnson DVM. Wildlife Veterinary Consultant, Gardiner, MT.
59030.

Lunch Break

Mike Aderhold

Survival rates of black bear in northwest Montana. Wayne F.
Kasworm and Timothy J. Thier. U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, 475 Fish Hatchery Road, Libby, MT 59923.

Summary of gquestionnaire given to spring black bear hunters
in northwestern Montana. Timothy J. Thier. U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service, 475 Fish Hatchery Road, Libby, MT 59923,

Grizzly bear population augmentation in the cabinet
mountains, northwest Montana. Wayne F. Kasworm, Timothy J.
Thier, and Christopher Servheen. U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, Libby, MT 59923 (WK and TT), U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, University of Montana, Missoula MT 59812 (Cs) .







2:00

3:00
Chair:

3:20

TUESDAY AGENDA (Cont.)

Increasing mountain 1lion populations and human-lion
interactions in Montana Keith E. Aune. Montana Department of
Fish, Wildlife and Parks, Mont. State Univ. Bozeman, MT
59717.

Moose-habitat relationships in northwestern Montana and
southeastern British Columbia. Margaret Langley, School of
Forestry, University of Montana, Missocula, MT 59812.

Some population characteristics of the Yellowstone bison
herd. Helga Ihsle Pac and Kevin Frey. Montana Department of
Fish, Wildlife and Parks, Mont. State Univ. Bozeman, MT
59717.

Break

Keith Aune

Summer habitat use of white-tailed deer in northwestern
Montana. John Morgan. Department of Biology, Montana State
University, Bozeman, MT 59717.

The Flying D Ranch and its significance to wildlife
management in southwest Montana. Kurt Alt. Montana Department
of Fish, Wildlife and Parks, Bozeman, MT 59715.

Home range use of historical and present elk populations in
south central Montana. Fred G. VanDyke and John P. Skubinna.
Montana Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks, Red Lodge, MI
59068. :

Elk plus cows times politics equals ? Kurt Alt, Fred King,
Mark Petroni, and Ron Schott. Montana Department of Fish,
Wildlife and Parks, Bozeman, MT 59715 (KA and FK), U. S.
Forest Service, Beaverhead National Forest, Ennis, MT 59729,

TUESDAY EVENING

Montana Chapter Business Meeting 6:00~-7:00 Gran Tree Ballroom
Western Barbecue Buffet and

Social Hour 7:00-8:00 Gran Tree Atrium
Awards Presentation 7:30-8:00

Entertainment 8:00~9:00

(Charlie Russell Yarns)







ion
. of
MT

and
of

.son
. of
MT

ern
tate

life
nent

g in
nna.
, MT

ing,
ish,

729.

oom

HABITAT FRAGMENTATION AND NEST PREDATION: EMERGING PARALLELS BETWEEN
FOREST BIRDS AND WATERFOWL

BALL, I. J., Montana Cooperative Wildlife Research Unit, U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service, University of Montana, Missoula, MT 538812

Abstract

ILow nest success and faltering populations are a serious threat to
neotropical migrant songbirds in the eastern United States and upland
nesting ducks in the Prairie Pothole Region. In both cases, excessive
nest predation occurs because of habitat fragmentation and supplementation
of predator populations by humans. Viable recruitment rates among both
groups seem to occur only in the very largest remaining parcels of
unfragmented habitat. Protecting or providing ‘"good" habitat in
relatively small parcels does not solve, and may exacerbate, the problem.
Acknowledging this problem and developing effective and socially
acceptable solutions will be difficult, but doing so offers important
common ground to those interested in biological diversity, nongame
wildlife, and game species,

NESTING BIOLOGY OF AMERICAN AVOCETS AT TWO WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREAS IN
NORTHCENTRAL MONTANA.

Kristi DuBois, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Fish and Wildlife Enhancement,
301 S. Park, Drawer 10023, Helena, MT 59626

Abstract

American Avocet populations were studied at Benton Lake National Wildlife
Refuge and Freezout Lake State Wildlife Management Area during the 1990
breeding season, as part of a study to assess the potential impacts of
selenium from irrigation drainwater on water bird reproduction. A total of
103 nests were monitored at Benton Lake and 185 nests were monitored at
Freezout Lake. Nest success within different avocet colonies varjed from 25%
to 100%. Overall nest success was 69% at Benton Lake and 64% at Freezout
Lake. Mammalian predation and flooding were the primary causes of nest loss.
Average clutch size was 3.8 eggs/clutch for both areas. Nesting chronology,
egg size, and young size were compared between the two areas. Survival of
young to fledging appeared to be good at both areas.







DOURLE~CRESTED CORMORANTS AND GREAT BLUE HERONS - MANAGEMENT FOR
BIODIVERSITY

Marcy Bishop, USFWS, National Bison Range, Moiese, MT 59824
AD o

Wetland management at Ninepipe and Pablo National Wildlife
Refuges has provicded for biodiversity and for long term

research on a cormorant and heron colony under undisturbed
conditions. Ianagement includes protection from outside
intrusion, timing of other management duties, restoration and
protection of nesting islands and trees, passive predator control
and careful banding and study methods. This program has provided
for 20 years of data on nesting success, population dynamics, '
nest stratification, resource partitioning, interactions with
other species, behavior and fledging of young as they occur in

a natural, undisturbed colony.

RELEASE TECHNIQUES FOR COLUMBIAN SHARP-TAILED GROUSE IN THE TOBACCO VALLEY,
MONTANA

Lewis Young, Kootenai National Forest, Eureka, MT 59917

David Genter, Montana Natural Heritage Program, Helena, MT 53620

Bernie Hall, The Nature Conservancy, Helena, MT 59620

Marityn Wood, Montana Department of Fish, Wildlife, and Parks, Kalispell, MT 59901

Abstract

Since 1987, 61 Columbian sharp-tailed grouse have been transplanted from British Columbia,
Canada, to the Tobacco Valley in northwestern Montana to sustain and rejuvenate the last known
lek in northwestern Montana. Eachyear, *~ *° grouse were trapped on leks in Canada using both

drop nets and walk-in traps, then transp: - amall aircraft or ground transportation as soon
as possible. Birds were released on the le ~+ance of other grouse using custom made
release boxes while sharp-tail vocalizations . -n an audio tape player. Releases were
made both morning and evening. Observatic. ~ded leg bands and in 1990, radio-

collars, indicate the transplanted birds join the . 1nd have good $urvival rates.
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Craig J. Knowles and Pamela R. Kaowles
Dept. of Zoology, University of Montana,
Missoula, MT 59812 (CJK)

FaunaWest Wildlife Consultants, P.0O. Box 113,
Boulder, MT 596632 (PRK)

Abstract: Northern pocket gophers (Thomomys talpoides) were found
to coexist with black-tailed prairie dogs (Cynomyvs ludovicianus)
within a portion of a prairie dog colony excluded from livestock
grazing for a period of twelve years. Relative density of fresh
pocket gopher mounds inside the exclosure was 60.8/ka while
r=lative density outside the exclosure was 4.5/km. Forbs
dominated the vegetation in the area used by pocket gophers.

Forb and grass production were greater within the exclosure than
the adjacent area outside the exclosure.

The black-footed ferret (Mustela nigripes) reintroduction program with
special reference to south Phillips County, Montana

Ron Crete, USFWS, P.O. Box 10023, Helena, MT 59626
Ron Stoneberg, MDFWP, Box 424, Hinsdale, MT 58241

Abstract: The black-footed ferret (BFF) is one of the rarest and most
endangered mammals in North America. It is listed as
endangered under Montana and national endangered species
laws. All known members of the species are in captivity. An
aggressive captive breeding program is reaching the goal of
producing individuals in excess of the captive breeding
objectives for reintroduction into the wild planned for 1991,
National and state interdisciplinary teams are seeking
recovery objectives of the BFF Recovery Plan. Surveys to find
potential reintroduction sites throughout the historical range
of the species identified South Phillips County as a candidate
for ferret recovery actions. Planning for BFF recovery in
northcentral Montana is dove-tailed with Bureau of Land
Management resource planning. An interagency team of
biologists works with individuals and groups in this Montana
potential recovery area and statewide to understand concerns
about black-footed ferret recovery. They will draft a BFF
reintroduction and management plan in Spring 1991 aimed to
avoid or mitigate impacts to the local economy and desired
lifestyles of Montanans while meeting state and national
responsibilities for the conservation of the black-footed
ferret.
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Craig J. Knowles and Pamela R. Knowles
FaunaWest Wildlife Consultants, P.O. Box 113,
Boulder, MT 59632

Abstract: &4 search was made for historical and recent records of
the swift fox (Vulpes velox) in Montana. The first observations
of swift foxes in Montana were made by the Lewis and Clark
expedition in 1805 along the Marias River and at the Great Falls
of the Missourl River. Forty-four specimens were collected prior
to 1910. TForty-three of these were collected at RKipp and
Blackfoot in upper Teton County and one was collected at Fort
Benton. The last historic observations of the swift fox in
Montana were made by Bailey and Bailey in 1918 on the plains
along the eastern edge of Glacier National Park. The lack of any
confirmed records since 1918 prompted Hoffmann et al. in 1969 to
declare the swift fox extinct in Montana. However, beginning in
1978, scattered reports of swift foxes in Montana have been
documented. Three records have come from southeastern Montana
near Miles City, Glendive, and Broadus. Three unconfirmed
sightings have been reported near Circle, Forsyth, and Miles
City. In addition, swift foxes reintroduced in Alberta and
Saskatchewan, Canada have been documented to cross into Montana
north of Havre. Two established swift fox populations exist near
Montana, and are located near Gillette, Wyoming and in Perkins
County in northwestern South Dakota.

RECENT STATUS OF THE BALD EAGLE (Haliaeetus leucocephalus) IN
MONTANA

Dennis L. Flath, Montana Department of Fish, wildlife and Parks,
FWP Building, MSU Campus, Bozeman, MT 59717;

and,

Robert M. Hazlewood, US Fish and Wildlife Service, Federal Building
and US Courthouse, 301 South Park, PO Box 10023, Helena, MT 59626

Abstract

Changes in the status of Montana's bald eagle nesting population
are documented, including factors responsible for population
depression and evident recovery. Productivity, rate of population
increase and attributes of nesting habitat are described. The
nesting population increased from 26 territories producing 29 young
in 1980 to 108 territories producing 130 young in 1990. The first
North American record of bald eagles producing 4 young in one brood

is documented. Management problems and conservation
recommendations are presented.
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Status, Distribution, and Ecology of the Golden Eagle
in Yellowstone National Park

Tercy McEneaney, Yellowstone National Park,
P.O. Box 168, Yellowstone Nat. Park, Wyo. 82190

Abstract

The golden eagle (Aquila chrysaetos) is one of the most efficient avian
predators in the western United States, yet its status in Yellowstone has
remained relatively unknown until now. [ncidental golden eagle datd was
collected while censusing for peregrine falcons in Yellowstone from [986 -
1990. Remote areas of Yellowstone were initially surveyed by helicopter
and checked for greater detail using ground reconnaisance. An update on
the status, distribution, and ecology of the golden eagle will be discussed
along with a historical perspective of golden eagle activity in Yellowstone.

An Examination of Bird Distribution in dld-growth and Rotation-aged Ponderosa
Pine/Douglas-fir Stands from a Landscape Perspective :

Hejl, Sallie J., Jock S. Young, Susan A. Colt, and Ruth E. Woods, U.5.F.S.,
Intermountain Research Station, Missoula, Montana .

In each of 16 old-growth (200+ years) and 16 rotation-aged (80-120 years)
ponderosa pine/Douglas-fif'stands in western Montana and adjacent Idaho, birxds
were counted four times during the 1989 breeding season. Of the 68 species
recorded, 14 were found exclusively in old-growth and seven exclusively in
wotation-aged stands. For the 26 common species, (1) 8 species were more
abundant in old-growth, (2) 7 species were more abundant in rotation age, and
(3) 11 were not associated significantly with either habitat. In order to
examine landscape-level associations, we analyzed the distribution of the 26
common species in relation to landscape variables calculated from a 2
square-mile area centered on each stand. Landscape variables, especially total
amount of old-growth forest and amount of open land, helped to explain the
distribution of 14 of the common specles.







ON THE CONSERVATION OF NEOTROPICAL MIGRATORY LANDBIRDS IN MONTANA

Richard L. Hutto, Biological Sciences, University of Montana, Missoula, MT
59812

Abstract

I will describe the neotropical migratory landbird conservation. initiative
developed by federal and state agencies and non-governmental organizations in
December 195@. Montana is in an excellent position to accomplish a number of
the goals associated with this program, especially with respect to the
development of monitoring methods, and the use of existing GIS databases to

build habitat suitability models that incorporate landscape-level information,

In short, neotropical migrants have the potential to serve as a powerful

“management~indicator—group™.

SNAG USE FOR NEST SITE SELECTION OF FOUR PRIMARY CAVITY NESTING WOCODPECKERS IN
THE BRIDGER MOUNTAINS, MONTANA

Sparks, James, R., Biology Department, Montana State University, Bozeman,
Montana 59715 / Big Timber Ranger District, Gallatin National Forest, Big
Timber, Montana 59011.

Abstract

During June and July of 1988, 1989, and 1990, 46 active nests of 4 primary
cavity nesting woodpeckers were located in Douglas-fir (Pseudotsuga menziesii)
forests in the Bridger Mountains of southwestern Montana. 12 Williamson's
Sapsucker, 10 Hairy Woodpecker, 9 Three-toed Woodpecker, and 15 Northern
Flicker nests were discovered. 31 Douglas-fir, 8 lodgepole pine (Pinus
contorta), 4 subalpine fir (Abies Lasiocarpa), 2 limber pine (Pinus Flexilis),
and 1 Engelmann spruce (Picea engelmannii) were selected as cavity nesting
trees. All trees utilized for nest sites were standing dead trees (snags). To
winimize interspecific competition for cavity trees during the breeding season,
these U4 woodpecker species appear to select different tree species, select
different size (dismeter and height) snags, or select snags in different stages
of decay for nest sites.







THE STATUS OF THE HARLEQUIN DUCK ON 5 NATIONAL FORESTS OF
WESTERN MONTANA

John C. Carlson, Montana Natural Heritage Program, Helena, MT 59620, and
University of Wyoming, Laramie, WY 82071

Status surveys for harlequin ducks were conducted on portions of 5 National
Forests in Montana during the 1990 breeding season. A total of 91 streams were
surveyed on the Lewis & Clark, Flathead, Gallatin, Kootenai, and Lolo National
Forests. Stream flow and habitat characteristics were obtained on streams
surveyed on the Gallatin, Flathead, Kootenai, and Lolo National Forests. A
minimum of 101 individual birds were located on 20 steams and rivers; 25 were
males, 25 females, and 51 young of the year. The average brood size was 3.18
young. Harlequin ducks were found predominantly on low gradient, braided type
streams with stretches or side channels of slower water. Additional sightings on
the Rocky Mountain Division of the Lewis & Clark National Forest revealed an
estimated 80 - 122 harlequin ducks, with 13 - 22 broods observed last summer.

DYNAMICS OF BEZ/ 0CD CACHES AND CACHE SIZE AS A PREDICTOR OF

COLONY SIZE 1 {ING

CYNTHIA OSHUNDSON, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Charles M. Russell
National Wildlife Refuge, Bex 110, Lewistown, HMT 59457

STEVEN BUSKIRX, Zepartment of Zoology and Physiology, University of Wyocming,
Laramie, WY 82071 '

Abstract: This study investigated the relationship between the size of food
caches and the nuwnber of feaver in a colcuy Tyo recent studies suggested
that cache size may indicate colony size. Results of our study did not
support this reported relationship; the correlation between cache size and
colony size was not significant (r = 0.16, B = 0.24). Cache constructloﬂ
- began in late September and caches grew at a mean rate of 0.45 m 3/week until
final freeze-up, tyglcal1y during the first week of November. Mean final
cache area was 61 m Colony size was estimated during night observations
“with infra-red night vision devices. Mean colony size was estimated to be
5.05. Late fall movements and cache abandonment were identified and studied
through the use of implanted radio transmitters. The ability of observers to
locate and accurately estimate size of caches from the air was assessed.
Aerial cbservers correctly classified caches by size 47.5% of the time,
whereas 11% of known caches were overlooked. Estimated availability of cache
material was not significantly correlated with cache size (r = 0.02,

P = 0.93).







MORTALITY RATES OF THE PINE MARTEN IN SOUTHWEST MONTANA
Cralg Fager, Montana State University
Quinton Kujula, Montana State University

Bbstract: Trapping mortality in pine marten was studied
during the 1989-1990 and 1990-1991 trapping seasons through
mark-recapture methods in the upper Big Hole and West

Yellowstone areas of southwest Montana. Trappers caught 40%
(2 of 5) of radio collared marten in the upper Big Hole study
area during the 1989-1990 season. The marked sample

represented 12.5% of the known study area harvest (n=16).
This area was abandoned by trappers during the 1990-1991
trapping season. Eight of 23 marked marten were captured by
trappers in the West Yellowstone study areas. The marked
sample represented 28.6% of known study area harvest (n=28).
Harvest sex ratios varied from 2.2M:1F in the upper Big Hole
to 1.54M:!1F in the West Yellowstone areas. These ratios
differed from pre-season live trapping sex ratios (IM:1F,
IM:1.3F) but the difference harvested was not statistically
significant. The radio collared marten harvested in the upper
Big Hole were trapped approximately 5 linear kilometers from
their point of live capture. Radio collared marten harvested
in the West Yellowstone area were all captured within 0.5
linear kilometers of their point of live capture during the
1989-1990 season and 0.6-5.4 km during the 1990-1991 season.
Variations in harvesting techniques between study areas may
explain some of the differences in sex ratios and movements of
harvest marten. Trappers in the West Yellowstone area employ
a much greater trap density per unit area (approximately 6
sets/km road or trail) than the individual in the upper BRig
Hole (approximately 1 set/km.road or trail).







INTRODUCTION

The Southwest Montana Pine Marten Project is a Montana
Department of Fish, Wildlife, and Parks and U.S. Forest
Service supported project designed to characterize pine marten
habitat and harvest throughout southwest Montana. Recent
concerns over an apparent decrease in the harvestable surplus
of marten populations were a driving force behind the
initiation of the investigation. The project is scheduled to
run 3 years. Because marten are easily harvested but are
believed to live in extremely specialized habitats, habitat
and harvest questions cannot be easily separated: however, for
the purposes of this paper, the 2 questions are assumed to be
largely independent. This paper combines information gathered
by 2 separate investigators during the first 2 field seasons
of the Southwest Montana Pine Marten Project.

STUDY AREAS AND METHODS

Three study areas were used to evaluate marten harvest
levels., Historical harvest levels, access, and habitat
manipulations w?re all considered in study area selection.

The 32 km’ Beaver C(Creek study area lies 1in hunting
district 362, northwest of Quake Lake. Vehicle access 1is
limited to less than 10 km, but 4 trailheads into the Taylor
Hilgard Wilderness and adjacent roadless areas provide access
to a vast area. Timber harvesting activity has been severely
restricted in this area. Historically, 17 to 20 marten have
been taken annually from the drainage by a single trapper.

The 68 km’ West Yellowstone Flats study area lies
immediately north of West Yellowstone in hunting district 361.
The area is bound by Yellowstone National Park on the eastern
edge, Cougar Creek on the north, and Hebgen Lake on the
western edge. The flat, open terrain make vehicle access
almost unrestricted, particularly with snow machines. Trapper
numbers as well as harvest are both highly variable in this
area. The known 1989-1990 harvest was 1 marten, but personal
averages per trapper in the 7 to 10 range appear to be more
normal . This study area was the only one to be directly
affected by fire during the summer of 1988.

The 153 km‘’ upper Big Hole study area lies northwest of
the Big Hole Battlefield, in hunting district 321, and
includes the Bender, Schultz, Johnson, and Tie Creek
drainages. The area is bound by the Bitterroot National
Forest to the northwest and Highway 43 on its southern edge.
Road building and timber harvesting activity have been heavy
in the last several decades. Several U.S.F.S. trail's found in
the area are also utilized by trappers. Historically, this
area has been regarded as some of southwest Montana's best
marten producing habitat. Individual trappers have harvested
nearly 50 marten from the study area in some years. During
the 1980's, the study area has been trapped intermittently by






at least 3 different indibidual during different years.

Marten were live-trapped prior to the opening of the
December 1 trapping season with single door, wire mesh traps.
Through December 1991, most marten were fitted with 148MHZ AVM
type P2-B transmitters and eartags. Marten captured 1in
remote, inaccessible areas were fitted with eartags only.
Limited live trapping was conducted during the trapping season
on the West Yellowstone Flats and upper Big Hole study areas.
Because areas live trapped and areas harvested did not
completely overlap in all cases, each marked marten was
evaluated with regard to harvest vulnerability. Trappers were
contacted on an individual basis both before and during the
trapping season. These individuals provided wvaluable
information concerning trap density, techniques, and capture
locations for both marked and unmarked marten.

Baseline population productivity and density indexes for
local populations were developed through 1 km track transects,
live trapping-harvest success rates, and home range analysis.
Differences in trapping methods other than trap density were
not considered as variables.

Results and Discussion

Population indices for the 198%-1990 field season suggest
that marten populations in all three study areas were severely
depressed. Relative track densities from permanent track
transects all fell below 0.6 tracks/km, and were consistent
with densities found in an Ontario population suffering from
a food shortage (Thompson and Colgan 1987). Harvest data from
the trappers utilizing the study areas provided additional
evidence of population depression. Success rates in the 1988-
1989 season were reduced by 70-90% compared to the 1989-1990
season. (Whitman pers. comm.; Depas pers. comm.). Live
trapping success and home ranges would also seem to indicate
depressed populations when compared with other studies.
Approximately 2.8 times the trapping effort was required to
capture marten in our study areas than was required by Hawley
and Newby (1957) in another Montana study. Inflated home
ranges may be a sign of additional stress on marten
populations in Southwest Montana. Home ranges calculated to
date run (Table 1) 3 to 10 times as large as home ranges
reported for Alaskan marten (male average 6.62 km‘; female
average 3.71 kn@) reported by Burskirk (1983).







Table 1. Ninety-five percent, 75%, and core areas® for 9
marten, by sex and season, from the upper Big Hole
and West Yellowstone study areas.

I.D. Sex Season n Home range in km?

95% 75% Core

West Yellowstone

521 M Winter 28 25,7 9.04 5.6
205 M Win./Sp. 15 68.0 28.4 13.25
727 F Winter 8 4.9 3.37

845 M Winter 24 29.2 17.7 8.6
845 M Spring 31 56.6 24.7 17.71
845 M Win./Sp. 55 67.0 31.36 18.3

Upper Big Hole

970 F Winter 29 7.2 3.0 1.8
762 M Win./Sp. 10 19.1 12.78 3.8
492 M Winter 18 9.7 5.5 3.5

<

Core areas reflect approximately 50% utilization.

Figure 1 shows harvest and price trends from the 1979-
1980 through 1989-1990 trapping seasons. An average of 428
marten were harvested over the 11 year period. In response to
concerns over reduced harvest in some of Region 3's best
marten producing habitats, the November through February
season was reduced in 1987-1988 to include only the months of
December and January. The 1990-1991 harvest (157 marten)
appears significantly lower than any of the preceding 11

years. Price data were not available and no marten were
bought in 1990-1991 by the principal fur buyer in the Bozeman
area. The number of trappers participating annually appears

to be declining across the region; however, not enough data
are available at this time to draw any conclusions.

Table 2 shows harvest by study area. Harvest rates in
1989-1991 were from 70 to 90% lower than harvests taken on the
same areas earlier in the 1980's. Part of this may be because
of the 50% reduction in season length. However, given the
similar efforts put forth between seasons, it is unlikely that
this explains more than a small percentage of the seasonal
differences. Losing the month of November has been cited by
several trappers we contacted as the primary reason' for lower
catches during high marten years, after the season length was
reduced.







Figure 1. Marten Harvest and Prices
1979-1990
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Table 2. Harvest statistics by study area.

Study area Harvest No. Marked % of Harvest Historic

In Harvest Level
Beaver Creek (H.D. 362)
1889-1990 6 3 of 11 50% 17-20
1990-1991 16 3~-4 of 6 19-25%
West Yellowstone Flats (H.D. 361)
1989-1990 1 1 of 1 100% 7-10/Indiv.
18%0-1991 6 1 of 6 17%
Upper Big Hole (H.D. 321)
1889-1990 16 2 of 5 12.5% 30-50
1990~-1991 Abandoned by trapper

Marked marten constituted between 12.5% and 100% of the
known harvest by study area. These values do not represent
true harvest percentages because areas live trapped and areas
harvested did not overlap 100% in the study areas of the West
Yellowstone Flats and the upper Big Hole. However, the values
do illustrate that not all marten are likely to be killed by
trappers operating in their ranges despite the susceptibility
of marten to trapping because all marked marten were at least
exposed to trap lines as judged through location of live







capture during November as well as radio locations during the
trapping season.

Marten possess a very limited ability to avoid traps in
their immediate activity centers. Survivorship of marten that
remained resident in the immediate vicinity of the point of
live capture was further diminished if local trappers were
employing high densities of traps. Marked marten in the Big
Hole were harvested 5 km from their point of live capture
under a trapping scheme with approximately 1 trap/km. Marten
in the West Yellowstone area, under a much higher trap density
of at least 6 traps/km, were with 1 exception, caught within
1.5 km of their point of live capture. Radio telemetry has
provided largely inconclusive data on marten live trapped in
November, but it is clear that a large ‘portion of the Beaver
Creek and Big Hole November samples avoided both further live
capture and harvest through dispersal after initial live
capture. Small sample sizes preclude any meaningful
statistical analysis on these samples.

Pre-trapping season sex ratios from all study areas
approached 1:1 (Big Hole=1M:1F, West Yellowstone=1M:1.3F).
These values are different, but not statistically, from the
harvest sex ratics of 2.2M:1F in the Big Hole and 1.54M:1F in
the West Yellowstone area.

Literature Cited
Buskirk, S.W. 1983, The ecology of marten in southcentral
Alaska. Ph.D. Thesis, Univ. Alaska, Fairbanks. 131lpp.

Hawley, V.D. and F.E. Newby. 1957. Marten home ranges and
population fluctuations. J. Mammal. 38(2):174-184,

Soutiere, E.C. 1978. The effects of timber harvesting on
marten. M.S. Thesis. Univ. Maine, Orono. 62pp.

Thompson, I.D. and P.W. Colgan. 1987. Numerical responses of
martens to a food shortage in northcentral Ontario. J.
Wildl. Manage. 51(4):824-835.







WOLF PROJECT UPDATE, NORTH FORK OF THE FLATHEAD RIVER

PLETSCHER, D.H., R.R. REAM, D.K. BOYD, AND M. W. FAIRCHILD,
Wildlife Biology Program, School of Forestry, Univergity of
Montana, Misscula, MNT S59812

Abstract

Gray wolf (Canis lupug) populations, movements, and food habitg
vere intensively studied within and near Glacier National Park in
northvestern Montana and southeastern British Columbia from 1984
through 1991. Early fall populations increased from
approximately 7 in 1984 to 34 in 1990. Illegal poisoning of
volves in British Columbia and dispersal out of the study area
reduced the population by 1 April 1991 to approximately 22
animals in 4 packs. Digpersing volves have moved primarily
north. Heome ranges of packs in this area have often straddled
the international boundary, and excellent cooperation between the
agencies involved has occurred. Food habits during vinter,
determined by backtracking volves in the gnov, have congilsted of
approximately 70% vhite-tailed deer (Odocoileus virginianus), 20%
elk (Cervus elesphus), 6% moosme (Alces alces), and 3% mule deer
(0. hemionus) over 3 vinters. Wolves have not preyed on
livestock vithin the study ares.
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The soatial pattern ard physical sttributes of seed

s used by red sgquirrels (Tamia=ciurg5_hud=onic15) wer e
cus of this stuay comduckted in Fattee Canyon. near
la, Montarma. Within tre D0 X 270-m study site thers
23 Ccaches. Each of the sguirrels ctudied usad at

t 10O caches. There was no evidence of cone theft.

In compariscn with unused sites. cache sites were
aszociated with =oft s=11 and were near large ponderosa pine

(Finus pondsrosal) treEes. Caches had more vegetative Cover

o R

arcund the center ot th=z cache than at - or S—-m from the
centsr. Unused sites rad more total cover than usad sites.
Cacrhes weres not significantly clocer to nests or czches than
wore unused sitess and were rct significantly asso-iatad with
rre= or log density.

RE-DISCOVERY OF THE SPOTTED BAT {Euderma maculatum), PALLID
BAT (Antrogzous pallidus), AND TOWNSEND'S BIG-EARED BAT (Plecotus
townsendii) IN SOUTH-CENTRAL MONTANA

pDavid Worthington, Division of Biological sciences, University of
Montana, Missoula MT 59812

Abstract

The spotted bat and pallid bat were known previously in Montana
from one individual each captured in 1949 and 1978, respectively.
The Townsend's big-eared bat is known to breed in Montana, and
was known previously in south-central Montana from winter
hibernacula. Two spotted bats, 26 pallid bats, and 11 Townsend's
pig-eared bats were observed in 1989 and 1990 in the Pryor
Mountains. Juveniles and lactating females were observed in all
three species, suggesting that the species breed in the region.
All three species are 1isted as species of special concern by the
Montana Natural Heritage Program, while the spotted bat and
Townsend's big-eared pat are listed under category 2 as |
candidates for the Endangered Species Act and as sensitive
species by the USFS. :







in

of -

.on,

LOGGING AND FCREST BIRDS: COMMUNITY-LEVEL PATTZXNS AND A CRITICAL MEASURE
OF HABITAT QUALITY -

Tobalske, Bret W. Division of Biological Sciences, University of Montana,
Missoula, MT 59812 ‘

Abstract

I studied the influence of logging upon a cortunity of breeding birds

in western larch/Douglas-fir stands on the Coram Experimental Forest,
M@ntana. Ten species, four foraging cuilds, and two nesting guilds showed
significent differences in zbundance among stand conditions during 1989

‘and 19%0. Interactions for zbuncdance between stand conditions and years

were evident for two species, one foraging, aznd one nesting guild. In
general, the patterns observed were intuitive. Conifer tree nesters,

for exarple, were least zkundznt in clearcuts. Ironically, cavity nesters,
including Red-naped Sapsuckers, were equally zbundant in logged (with

some trees and snags reserved) and unlogged hazbitat. I studied reproductive
success ameng sapsuckers during 1990 to evaluate the suitability of disturbed
habitat for this species, and okserved higher productivity in logged

stands. These data validate current guidelines regarding snag retention
within cutting uvnits, and hichlicht the importance of paper birch and

aspen for cavity nesting and other tree-dependent bird species.

SMALL MAMMAL DENSITY AND DIVERSITY IN DCUGLAS FIR
(PSEUDOTSUGA MENZISII) OLD GROWTH FORESTS AS
RELATED TO FOREST STRUCTURE

Patricia Cramer
Biology Department, Conservation Biology Program, Montana State

University, Bozeman, MT 59717

Abstract

Density and diversity of small mammals in old growth forests
were studied during the summer months of 1990. Live trapping
methods were used on two similar Douglas fir old growth forests in
the Hyalite Basin of the Gallatin Range, Montana. The two forest
types were similar in aspect, slope, tree composition and age, but
differed in complexity of structure, particularly with respect to
the amount of downed material contributing to fuel loading. The
more complex forest averaged 60.5 tons of downed logs per acre and
after 3,600 trap-nights, 317 individual animals were caught there.
The more simple forest averaged 6.9 tons of downed legs per acre
and produced 192 individual animals after 3,600 <trap-nights.
Results of this study may indicate that dead and downed logs play
a significant factor in numbers of small mammals in old growth
forests. These small mammals serve as a prey base for other
animals in old growth areas, in particular, the pine marten relies
heavily on red-backed voles which constituted a majority of animals

caught in this study.







MORTALITY AND SEASONAL DISTRIBUTION OF WHITE~TAILED DEER IN AN
AREA RECENTLY RECOLONIZED BY WOLVES

JON 5. RACHAEL, Scheool of Forestry, University of Mocntana,
ula, MT S5S9812

Abstract: White—tailed deer (Jdocoilsus vitrginianus) are the
most abundant prey item of weclves (Canis lupus? that have
racently recclonized northwestern Montana, but little is known
sbout mortality or seasonal movements of deer in this area.

Since January 1990, I have been investigating cause-spacific
mortality, seasonal distribution, and fawning-site selection =f
white—tailed deer in this region. Of I8 female white-tailed desr
capturad and radio-collared during winter 1989-1990 and i990-—

1991, 2 were killed by wolves. A& bear (Ursus AGEriCanust., =
coyote (L. latraps), and a mountain lion {(Eelis concolory =ach

killed 1 radioc-collared desr, and humans kill=d 2. Fredators
killed 3 radio-collared deer during winter and 2 during the
fawning pericd in early June, but killed none during summer or
avtumn. Although 5 radio-collared deer spent the summer withinm 1
km ot a wols den in 19290, waolves killed none, possibly because
fawns typically compricse a large portion of the diet of wolves
during this period. Desr captured on 3 winter ranges in western
Glacier National Fark migrated in all directions an average of 12
km (n = 21, Range = 9 to 49 km) to summer rances, Field work

will cootrione through summsr 19291,

Although once cammon throughout the western United Sts .
the gray wolf was extirpated from the Northern Rocky Mountains by
widespread public and private control efforts. Reported
sightings of welves were sxtremely rare in Montana by the 1?7207 g
and remained sporadic through the late 1970°s {(Day 1781).

tog

Oucasional welf sightings were probakly of dispersing cr lone
wolves. No documented cases of wolf reproduction in the western
U.S. cccurread until 1986 when a den was found in Blacier Naticral
Fark i(Ream et 2l. 1787, 178%). Another den was found in Glacier

re in 1787, and 2 dens were located in British Columbia within

ot the i1nternational border in 1933 Wolves dennsd within
Glacier National Fark again in 1989, but the litter failsd. In
1290 wolves denned at 2 sitss in Glacier National Park and
produced 12 pups. By December 1290, 34 wolves were known to
inhatit Glacier National Park and the immediate surrounding arsas
of the Flathead NMational Forest and southeastern British
Columbia.

The on—going natural recolonization of wolves in
northwestern Mentana has occurred in an area unlike many other
areas where wolf studies have been conducted. Because this area
has been without a breeding population of wolves for more than S0
years, ungulate populations in the relative security of ‘Blacier
National Fark have probably reached an eguilibrium with treir
habitat and cther predators. Additionally, prey diversity in

e

this system is highsr than in most other systems studied. Most
studies of wolf-prey interacticns elsewhers have besen conducted
in areas with only 1 or 2 primary prey species (=.9. Murie 1944,
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nd Crete 19832, Ballard et 2l. 1987). Whitc—
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northwestern Montana. Low
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1+ pradation on ungulata populations.
: :F Flathead river in
of the prey killed by
vy o al. in prep.}. Althouch
Lhe top managsment priority of the Morntana
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STUDY AREA

This study was conducted in the valley of the Morth Fork of

the Flathead river in northwsstern Montana and saoutheastern
Hritish Columbia. The study area extsnded from Anaconda cresk in
Glacier Mational Fark northward to 30 L beyond the Canadian
border.

{

& Morth Fork valley bottom varies from 4-10 km in width
and rises from 1024 m elevation in the south to 1375 m in the
northern part of the study area. Feaks of the Whitefish range
form the western border of the valley, and the Livingston range
definses the eastern border,

Land east of the North Fork of the Flathead river ligs
Glacier Mational Fark. West of the river, land is a mosaic
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e pine (Finus contorta) forecsts cdominate most
vk valley, but sub-alpin= fir (Abies )
PP.J)s western larch (Larix occidentesl
Bouglas—Ffir (Fzuedotsugs menziesii) cocmmunitias exi
t a2y, fbundant meadows and riparian areas ar
I area. Detailed descripticns cf ve
rea have been provided by Hake
rahmer (193%).
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METHODS

cted 3 white-tailed deer wintering areas in Glacier

~k for trapping: Hintla Lake, EBowman Rcad, and the

adow area. Thess 3 winter ranges provided a northern,
southern sample of deer within the area inhabited by

r were trapped from the Kintla Lake, Bullivan Meadow,

Hoad winter ranges from 21 January through 31 Marc
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Z2& Novembsr 1990 to 26 February 1991.

trapped with modified elk-sired Clover traps
Thompson et al. 1989) or starmdard Clover traps

All traps wsre baited with alfalfa fay (certified
tious weeds). Fsmale whits—~tailed deer wers

= and instrumented with a radio transmitter

(MOB-Z00, Te s, Inc., Mesa, Ariz.) with a mortality sencsor
(d-hr delay). ®Whan does 1 yr old were captured, 1 sxtracted a
canine tooth (Ia) for use in age—determination. Deer were
releaszed following tocth sxtraction. Male white—-tailed dser and
&ll mule deer were released withcut being handlead.
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Mortality

I tried to monitor activity signals of all radio-collsred
deer at lesast once dailvy, When a radic signal indicated that a
deer had not moved in >4 hrs, I carefully approached the animal
on the graound and performed a post—-mortam examination to
determine cause of death (0°Gara 1978, UWobessr and Spraker 1930).
When predation had occurred, I r=cordsd kill and chase
information, and when possible, attempted to establish the pre—
mortality condition of the animal via analysis of femur marrow,
kidney fat index, and description of other vital organs (Thorne
et al. 19832y, It near—total consumption of the carcass 'mace it
impossible to ascertain if the desr was killed or was scavenged
scon atter death, I attributed cause of death to what I
considered ths most likely scenario and labelaed the death a
‘probableY predation. Seasonal and yearly cause-specific
mortality rates will ke computed with program MICROMDRT (version







1.3, Heisey 1987) and methods of Heissy and Fuller (19835) upon
co p‘etiar of Field work.

Seasonal Distribution

To identify key arsas of seascnal use and document movement
patterns, I attempted to locate all deer weekly by trianmgulating
at least 3 strorg radic bearings. I plettsd radio bsarings on
USGES (1:24,000) or Energy, Mines and Resources Canada (1:50,000)
topographic maps, and selected a locaticon sither at the center of
Lh2 smallest triangle definmed by 3 or more signal azisag uh:. or =zt
the intesrsecticon of 2 such triangles. I divided lcc tions into &
categoriss of precisicon (21 ha, 1-3 ha, 3-é ha, -12 ha, 12-Z5
ha, or »25 ha) based on size of the triangle, or "error ﬁ01vHon.
Yariable topegraphy and lack of an extensive road neiwork within
the situdy area freguently inhibited my ability to get close-
range, line—-of-sight signal fixess. Consequently, preciss
triangulations were often difficult to cbtain. Only lccations
with error polygens of <25 ha were used in calculation of
seasgnal ranges. If I could nct locate a deer from the ground, I
located it from a Cessna 180 airplane when possible

1 computed minimum convex polygon and 92% harmonic mean 235
grid cell) range for winter and summer ranges of =ach radio-
collarsed deer {(McPAAL ver. 1.2, Stuwe and Bichcwiak nd.). To
s=stimate migraticn distances, I calculated the straight- llﬂe
distarce between the approximate center of =acnh deer’s winter and
SURmSr Fange.

Index of Population Abundance

I imnitiated an intensive pellst-group sampling scheme to
monitor trend of the white-tailed deer gopulatlon over time.
Methods were besed on non—pormanent 1.8 m-radius pleots and
variability esstimates of Tucke {Thesis in prep). Fellet group
=ampling began in April concwrent with disappearance of snow

ol

COVER. In 1320 Lounted nellet groups in 80 plots on 7.3 pairs
of tramsects (n 6500 plots) in areas with lower density of deer
(Fig. ), and 40 plots in 20 0.25 ka® blocks (n = 3800 glots) in
areas with high density of deer (Kintla Lake/5Starvation Ridge
arsa, Bowman Road/Akokala area, and Sullivan Meadow). Bassd on
variance estimates obtained from 1790 data, I will revise this
sampling scheme to enable future researchers to detect a 20%
change in white—tailed deer population numbers (Confidence Limit
O.50) .,

1}

Population Sex— and fige— structure

During spring gresn—up, large numbers of white-tailed deer
gather in fields along the North Fork Road to take advantage of
the n2w grass shoocts. One hour before sunset, from mid-April to
mid-May, 1590 and 1991, I drove from 1.6 Em south of Coal Creek
tmile marker 24) to Folebridge (mile marker 3I2) and searched for

desr. £11 deer were countsed and cbserved with 10x binoculars.
I+ possible, deer wers classified as adult (1 yr—old) males or
females, or fawns (<1 yr—old). Upon completion ot the figld







work, age-structure estimated f
Compared to age-distribution of
November and December of the gr
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

From January through March
mule deer weres captursd. Twent
weEre fitted with radioc collars.
white-tailed desr were capturad
collarsd. In March 1990 1 radi
functioning.

Mortalities
Between February 1990 and
were killed. Kolves and humans

deer, and a bear, mountain lion
1¥. Wolves killed a 2.5 yr—old

probably killed a 10 yr—cld fem

tarcass of the sscond deer
I was unable tco
or only scavenged the carcass.
13 yrs) radio-collared deer on
prevented pcesitive determina
by bears or scavenged soon afts
tor the death of a desr on 26 J
hunting seascn o~ 5 November
on 31 January 1271,
old) on 13 February 19%1.
dators killed radio-g
the fawning period in Ju
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Wwere very old (Table 1),
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ation during the fawning
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Seasonal Distribution

Radio-collared white—tailed deer winter

the range inhabited by wolves i
the KMintla Lake area, the Poleb
Sullivan Meadow area. Females
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summer ranges {Table 2Y. Ghne d
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1993, S0 white~tailed deer and it
y—three white-tailed deer females
During winter 1990-1%971, sS4

and 13 females were radio-
transmitter apparently ceased

March 1991, 7 radio-collared deer
each killed 2 radio—-ccllared

and coyote each killed 1 (Tzble
temale on 13 March 1970, and
ale on 4 June 1990. Because the
Neavily scavenged by black bears,
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cdetermine if wolves had actually killed the deer

Eears probably killed an old (11—

13 June 1991. Lack of remains

tion cf whether the desr was killa=ad

dezath.
une 1950,

PO,

Humans were responsible
and another during

A mountain lion killed a deer
d a +awn (approx. 8 months

=
ollared deer during winter
ne, but killed nons during
killed during the June Fawn
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migrated from their summer ranges by mid-Decembesr. OFf the 13
deer that migrated fronm summer ranges to winter ranges in 1990, &
used intermediate "transitional” ranges for > 2 months, probably
because of the lack of srncw prior to late November.

Seasonzal distribution of white-tailed desr in this arsa does
not appear to be influenced Sy the presence cf wolves. During
radio-ccllared deer spent the summer within 1 km of an
f den in Sullivan Meadow. Wolves weres in the meadow
tnuslly froa smid-fpril through Dzcember 1990, but the
ned unaffected by ths --=zzcroz of lees and femmlﬂud in

Population Index

In April and May 1930, 1,647 deer pellst
in 1,400 1.8m-radius non-permanent plots (x =
= 2.0). This pellet sampling index will be revi
in spring 1991.

upes wers counted
groups/plct, SD
ed and continusd

P"‘lf)

lﬂ M G

Sex- and Age- Composition

I counted 1173 white-tailed deer in 11 evenings during April
and May 1970 (x = 10b.4 deer/evening, 3D = 29.2). I catsgorized
102 deer as &adult males (1S%), 429 as adult females (6274), and
133 as fawns (23%); 487 deer could not be classified. Foadside
survaeys will CDPtlﬂlE in Spring 1991.

CONCLUSION

Results presented in this paper ars from the fircst vear of a
r study. I feel strongly that it is premature to attempt tao
zspecific conclusions hassd on thsse preliminary data.
quently, I have refrained from making specitic conclusions
ava provided only a minimal and general discussion of

ts. Field work for this study will continue through ithe end
of August 19?1. After this time I will offer a more detailsd
discussion and uttempt to @ake reliable conclusions.
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Table 1. ause-specitic mortality of radic-collared fema

l=
white—tailed deer in the North Fork drainage cf the Flathesd
Biveser, February 1990 —~ March 1291 .
Cause Predator Date Age_of Deer (yrs) _
Fredation HWolves QZ/1Z/290 2.5
Frobable Fredation uolves O&/04/20 10,0
Frobable Fredation Hear OL/13/90 11-13
fccident? Humans QOE/26/70 3.0
HMunting Human 11/705/%0 6.3
Fredation Mountain Lion O01/31/21 3.5
Fredation Coyote O2/13/71 D.75
i Killed by accident during transiocatisn attempt in Glacier

Naticgnal Farl.







Tabls 2. Seasonal distribution and migration distances of whita-
tailed des- radic-collared in Glacier Natiocnal Farl (GNF) in
winter 1320 .
I Winter Fange in_ GHE Summer Range Algration Dist, (k@)
141 tintla Lake ¥intla Laks 0

102 Kintla Laks Colts Cr., Fvt, 11

103 Fintia Lake Couldrey, Cr., BC 21

16T Kintla Lake Kintla Lake 3

104 Kintla Lzke Ford Cr., GNF 3

107 Kintla Lake Harvey Cr., EC 40

iQa Kintla Lake 8 km I. Fclebridge, Fvt 27

109 Kintla Lake Couldrey Cr., EC =1

111G Falesbridge Folebridge, Fvt 1

i11 Sullivan Meadow Dutch Creek, GNP 3

112 Sullivan Meadow Eig Frairie, GNF 1

113 Sullivan Meadow Mid. Buartz Lake, GNP 14

11 Sullivan Meadow Sullivan Meadow O

115 Sullivan Meadow Sullivan Meadow 0

114 Sullivan Meadow Sullivan Headow 2

117 Sullivan Meadow Ffud Lake, GNF 7

118 Sullivan Meadow Hay Creek, FNF2 =3

112 Sullivan Meadow Lagging Cr., GNF 3

120 Sullivan Meadow Hidden Meadow, GNF 7

121 Sullivan Meadow Tepes Lake, FNF =1

123 Sullivan Mesadow Anaconda Crask, GNF 16

1 Pvt Frivate property -

2 FNF = Flathead Natiornal Forest
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The Significant of Disease in Wildlife Populations

This talk is oriented toward wildlife biologists organizing and conducting population
ecology studies. It is for those of you who have asked the question,"Do I need to add
disease investigations to my population study in order to be complete?”. The answer is not
always "yes". Hopefully this presentation will increase your familiarity with diseases in
wildlife populations and help you begin to answer this question.

The word "disease" is very general. It is defined as any condition that impairs the
normal structure or function of an individual or population. Disease can include infectious
agents, parasites, nutritional problems, environmental toxins, cancers and physical damage -

anything that causes "dis-ease",

Disease ecology is one of the many bridges connecting wildlife ecology and veterinary
science. Disease ecology looks at how diseases influence, and are influenced by , the
dynamics of animal populations. It relates individual physiology and disease to population
health and condition. Ilike to consider disease ecology as being more of a population issue
in which the research biologist and manager can contribute greatly utilizing veterinary skills
and perspectives for data collection.

Infectious diseases are very dynamic in wildlife populations. We often perceive them
as being in some quiescent, stagnant form, but they are ever changing. One example is
prevalence (number of animals infected) of a disease, which can fluctuate over the years!,
Infectious diseases also exert continuous pressure on populations. We generally view them
negatively, but they often play a very positive role in population regulation and adaption®

Their impact is very complex, being influenced by factors such as weather, predators
and intra- and interspecific competition. Weather and other environmental factors can
affect the abundance of disease organisms. Predators selecting for compromised prey can
serve as regulators of disease populations. Competition and nutrition can contribute stress
factors increasing the population’s susceptibility to disease.

There is constant interaction between hosts and infectious agents. Hosts are
continuously applying pressure on the disease agent in an effort to fight off infection. This
pressure, in turn, influences the infecting organism to change in order to be more effective
or less evident to the host. Such a "tug-of-war"” produces diseases that are continuously
evolving (sometimes into new diseases) and populations with changing disease resistance®,

Some diseases, such as the footworm (Wehrdikmansin cervipedis) and abdominal
worm (Setaria yehi) of elk, have evolved with the host into an almost symbiotic relationship
resulting in little damage to either parasite or host. Such diseases, obviously, may not be
cost-effective for a field biologist to include into ecological studies.

From a practical perspective, the above relationships between disease agents, host
and environment suggests that there are no casy answers and that data may not always
provide conclusive results. It also supports the need for disease investigations so we can
clarify these complex relationships.

There are a variety of roles that diseases play in wildlife populations. The following
are some brief examples of these roles.

Diseases can directly limit populations by being life threatening.
Canine parvovirus and feline panleukopenia can easily cause death to individuals







previously unexposed (and therefore unprotected). Losses from these diseases commonly
occur in young animals near the time of weaning when it is difficult to identify the
occurrence of mortalities in free-ranging wildlife and even more difficult identifying the
cause of mortalities.

Rabies has decimated entire wolf packs in coastal Alaska®, but does not appear to
play a similar role in interior Alaska or in Minnesota wolf populations. The reason for this
difference is unknown.

Bluetongue occurs in livestock and wildlife over much of the United States. In the
Rocky Mountain region, this disease is often neglected in wildlife studies. Yet in 1976,
bluetongue killed a minimum of 1400 antelope and deer in eastern Wyoming® emphasizing
the importance of this disease in wild ruminants.

Diseases can directly limit populations by causing reproductive failure. Brucella abortus in
bison and elk of the Yellowstone ecosystem is a notable example of this role. The major
symptoms of brucellosis in cows are abortions, premature births and birth of non-viable
calves®. Without disease investigations, these losses due to reproductive failure as well as
those causing mortality of young could easily be overlooked or mistaken for predation,
starvation or other factors.

Diseases can indirectly limit populations.

As stated above,disease agents continually exert pressure. Their presence is one more
additional stress that can be as significant as many environmental factors we frequently
consider in our wildlife populations. Dr. Terry Spraker describes the scenario of a dog
swimming in a pond. Place a small weight on his back and he will continue to swim strong
and high in the water. But with each additional weight, he will be slower and lower in the
water. Finally, there will be a single weight that keeps the dog from reaching the other
shore. It is not the final weight which was most significant for the dog’s loss, but an
accumulation of weights, just as our wildlife populations have an accumulation of stresses
placed upon them including diseases.

Winter ticks are a good example of an additional stress to wildlife. They can be a
serious parasite for moose and elk causing anemia due to blood loss and hypothermia due
to hair loss.

Diseases can support one species in competing against other species.

Dramatic examples of this role are the arterial worm (Elacophora schneideri) and
the meningeal worm (Parelaphostrongylus tenuis). The mule deer benefits from having E.
schneideri as a parasite. This parasite reaches maturity within carotid arteries of the mule
deer, produces microfilariae in the bloodstream which are picked up by horseflies and
transmitted to other ungulates. This parasite is fatal to many abnormal hosts such as elk
and moose resulting in blockage of arteries supplying the head, blindness, loss of body parts
and death. In areas of Arizona and New Mexico where mule deer, horseflies and the
arterial worm are abundant, elk populations are limited’.

The meningeal worm benefits it normal host, white-tailed deer, and is devastating for
many other ruminants including elk, moose and mule deer. It exists primarily in the eastern
United States. Adult parasites reside in the membranes (meninges) covering the brain,
produce eggs that hatch into larvae. These larvae enter the bloodstream, travel to the lungs,
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are coughed up and swallowed, and exit with the feces. The larvae then develop within land
snails into infective stages which are picked up by grazing individuals. In abnormal hosts,
these larvae migrate to the brain also, but wander throughout the tissue of the brain and
spinal cord causing life-threatening damage’,

The meningeal worm prevents successful elk reintroductions into the eastern United
States. It is also a strong example of why we must be careful transporting wildlife (and their
diseases), in this case, from eastern to western parts of the country.

Wildlife diseases can be indicators for the biologist.

Lungworm/pneumonia complex in bighorn sheep is usually an indicator of stress
within the population. With outbreaks occurring, other stress factors are often identified,
such as human activity, hunting, and high population density. Researchers have developed
methods to monitor a stress hormone, cortisol, within sheep populations and can identify
stressed populations before disease outbreaks occur. Once identified, wildlife managers can
modify factors to reduce stress and prevent all age die-offs (T. Spraker, pers. comm.).

Some diseases are more prevalent in domestic animals than in wildlife. The presence
of these diseases in wildlife populations can suggest that the population is utilizing habitat
shared with domestic animals - information often valuable to the biologist. Prevalence of
various diseases within the wildlife population can be compared to known prevalence rates
in local livestock. Once identified, modes of transmission and disease influences for both
wildlife and domestic animals should be considered.

These are just a few of the roles of disease in wildlife populations.

As we decide whether or not to incorporate disease investigations into a population
study, it is worth asking, "Why has there been so little done in disease ecology?". Aldo
Leopold stated almost 60 years ago, "The role of disease in wildlife conservation has
probably been radically underestimated.” This is still true today.

Traditionally, there has been a separation between wildlife biology and veterinary
science. Wildlife biology has worked with populations collecting data on factors outside of
the individual. Veterinary science has focused on the individual and its internal activity.
Fortunately, these two fields are interacting more all the time.

Blood collecting, necropsies, and other data collection skills for disease investigations
are not routinely taught as part of university wildlife programs. Transport and handling of
samples and interpretation of results can be equally obscure without proper consultation and
training.

Once data is collected, there is not a great deal that the manager feels he can do
with it. Eradication of disease in free-ranging populations appears impossible with our
current technology. We don’t even have a clear understanding of how to reduce the
prevalence of most diseases. But disease studies do contribute to eventual eradication of
some diseases and increase our understanding of population dynamics.

With limited finances and manpower the researcher and manager must also consider
the cost/benefit of every investigation. Disease studies can be very costly, or at times, very
inexpensive. Logistically, sample collections are easily incorporated into animal handling
programs for most field conditions.

Moral obligations and ethical values should also be considered. As we capture and
handle wildlife, we have a responsibility to gather as much information as possible, within
reason. If diseases appear to play a significant role, scientific investigation of population







dynamics would be incomplete without including disease aspects. Also with the many
wildlife diseases affecting human health and livestock, it is the field biologist who can play
a significant role in understanding and eradicating these diseases.

Lastly, and most significantly, diseases are often neglected in wildlife studies because
there is so little known about the disease ecology of most diseases. Often the questions are
not even developed, let alone acquiring answers. Again it is the field biologist working with
veterinary perspectives that can provide insight and answers.

There are a variety of resources for the researcher and manager for assistance in
developing and conducting disease investigations. These include:

-Biologists with strong backgrounds in wildlife diseases

-State diagnostic laboratories and wildlife research labs

-Members of the Wildlife Disease Association that are publishing papers on the

species you are studying

-Wildlife veterinarians that combine veterinary science with population perspectives

and a practical understanding of field conditions.
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| BLACK BEAR SURVIVAL RATES IN NORTHWEST MONTANA

. WAYNE F. KASWORM, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 475 Fish Hatchery Road
Libby, MT 59923

4

% TIMOTHY J. THIER, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 475 Fish Hatchery Road,

. Libby, MT 59923

~ Abstract: Survival estimates vere calculated for black bears (Ursus

americanus) >= 4 years old for the period 1983-1990 in northwest Montana.

Data wvas examined from several studies on black bears in 3 Hunting Districts
(HD 100, HD 104, and HD 121) using 3 different zpproaches. In the first
approach a computer medel (MICROMORT; Heisey and Fuller 1985) vas used to
calculate survival for radio collared bears only (N = 45). 1In the second
approach, life tables were calculated for all black bears »>= 4 years old that
had been captured, tagged, and released (N = 189). In the third approach, life

| tables vere calculated for all bears >= 4 years old that had been killed and

. reported by hunters (N = 617), Capture information and radio monitoring

. Indicated that the age of first successful reproduction was 6 years old or

greater, mean litter size vas 1.7 cubs, and the mean interval between litters

. vas 3.5 years. Based on this information, a minimum sustainable annual

survival rate of 0.89 vas estimated. Composite annual survival rates for radio

Annual survival rates calculated fronm life tables for captured bears ranged
from 0.70-0.81 for males and 0.72-0.84 for females. Annual survival rates
calculated from life tables for bears killed by hunters ranged from 0.69-0.75
for males and 0.73-0.74 for females. All analyses indicated survival rates
over than the minimum sustainable rate of 0.89. Management strategies related
| to mortality (e.q. hunting season timing, hunting season length, hunter

| access, and enforcement) vere discussed.

NTRODUCTION

; Black bear hunting in northvest Montana has shown a dramatic increase in
_ popularity since the early 1970's. In 1971, Region 1 of the Montana Department
- 0of Fish, Wildlife, and Parks (MDFWP) recorded about 19,000 black bear hunter
days and approximately 650 bears killed. By 1979, hunter days had increased to
55,000 wvith almost 1,000 bears harvested. With this increase in harvest and
hunting pressure, MDFWP biologists became concerned about trends in overall
bear numbers. Interviews with hunters and residents indicated a general
decline in bear sightings and nuisance bear complaints.

An average of 62% of the annual harvest from 1978-1980 occurred during
the spring hunting season, with most during May. Black bears are vulnerable to
. hunting in spring because snow cover forces animals searching for food into

limited areas of early green-up. Fenmales (particularly females with'cubs) tend
Lo emerge from dens later in the spring than males (Hugie 1982, Beechanm 19840,
Vaddel and Brown 1984). In an effort to reduce the overall harvest and afford
greater protection to reproductively active females, MDFWP biologists
shortened the spring season in districts 100, 101, 103, and 104 to only 2
veeks in late April beginning in 1981, aAfter 3 years of curtailed harvest,
black bear populations appeared to increase. In response, the spring season







was lengthened to 4 weeks in 1984 (15 May ending date). This paper seeks to
compare and evaluate mortality rates under this hunting regime using data from
hunting districts 100, 104, and 121.

STUDY AREA

Habitat use and population characteristics of black and grizzly bears
wvere studied from 1983 to 1990 in the Cabinet Mountains and the Yaak River
drainage of northwest Montana (48< N, 116 W). The study area encompassed
approximately 7,800 km= and is bisected by the Kootenai River, with the
Cabinet Mountains to the south and .the Yaak River area to the north (Figure
1). Approximately $0% of the study area was on public land administereg by the
Kootenal and Panhandle National Forests. The Cabinet Mountains Wilderness Area
encompassed 381 km® of the study area at higher elevations of the Cabinet
Mountains.

Elevations on the study area ranged from 664 m along the Kootenai River
to 2,664 m at Snowshoe Peak. Weather is dominated by a Pacific maritime
climate characterized by short, varm summers and heavy, wet vinter snovfalls.,
South and west slopes at lover elevations supported stands of ponderosa pine
(Pinus ponderosa) and Douglas-fir (Pseudotsuga menziesii). Grand fir {Abies
grandis), western red cedar (Thuja plicata), and western hemlock (Tsuga
heterophylla) dominated the lower elevation moist sites. Mixed stands of
subalpine fir (Abies lasiocarpa), spruce (Picea engelmannii), and mountain
hemlock (Tsuga mertensiana) wvere predominant above 1,500 m. Lodgepole pine
(Pinus contorta) dominated large areas at mid- and upper elevations,
especially north of the Kootenai River. Mixed stands of coniferous and
deciduous trees were interspersed with riparian shrubfields and wet meadovs
along the major rivers. Huckleberry (Vaccinium spp.), an important food for
black and grizzly bears, vas a common component in the understory. The
occurrence of huckleberry and other berry-producing shrubs were largely a
result of wildfires that occurred between 1910 and 1929, and also from timber
harvesting. Effective fire suppression since then has virtually eliminated
wildfire as a natural force in creating and maintaining berry-producing
shrubfields. .

The southern portion of the study area vas characterized by high,
Precipitous peaks with steep slopes. The northern portion was characterized by
mountains that were lower in elevation, had gentler slopes, and vere forest-
covered. Contemporary resource use includes mineral exploration and
extraction, timber harvesting, and recreation.

METHODS
Capture and Marking

Bears were captured with leg-hold snares folloving the techniques
described by Johnson and Pelton (1980). The snares are manufactured by Aldrich
Snare Co. (Clallam Bay, WA) and consist of 0.25 inch wound steel aircraft
cable. All bears vere immobilized with a drug mixture of Ketaset (ketamine
hydrochloride) and Rompun (xylazine hydrochloride). Drugs vere administered
intramuscularly with either a syringe mounted on a pole or a Palmer Cap-Chur
gun. Immobilized bears were measured, veighed, tattooed, and a first premolar
tooth extracted for aqe determination (Stoneberg and Jonkel 1966).
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Fig. 1. Map of study area in northwest Montana.







BEach bear vas marked vith an individually numbered ear tag in each ear.
Attached to each ear tag vas a 4 X 13 cm streamer of armatite. The color of
the streamers varied by species and the year in vhich the animal vas captured,
Only adult black bears (>= 4.0 years old) were fitted with radio collars,
Motion-sensitive collars manufactured by Telonics (Mesa, Arizona) were used on
most bears. To pravent permanent attachment, a canvas spacer vas placed in the
collars that was designed to separate in 2-3 years, (Hellgren et al. 1988).

Trapping efforts vere conducted during the spring (prior to mid-July)
from 1983-1987 and 1989-199¢, Fall trapping efforts (early September to mid-
October) vere conducted in 1984, 1986, 1937, 1389, and 1990. Trap sites vere
usually located within 200 m of a road to allov vehicle access. Many trap
sites vere behind closed roads. One or two Z-person crews checked the snares
daily. Bait consisted primarily of road-killed deer, with lesser amounts of
beaver carcasses, elk, moose, and meat scraps from processing plants.

Radio Monitoring

Weekly aerial radio locations wvere obtained (weather permitting) on
Instrumented black bears each week during the 7-8 month period in vhich they
were active. In addition, efforts were made to obtain as many ground locations
as possible, usually by triangulating from a vehicle, Bear activity was
assessed each time a location was obtained. Collars that were inactive for
unusual periods of time vere approached from the ground and a determination
wvas made of the bear's fate. a1l specific locations wvere plotted on USGS
topographic maps (1:24,000) and recorded by Universal Transverse Mercator
Coordinates (UTM's). Distance from radio locations to the nearest open road
and trail vere measured on maps to 30 m accuracy. Closed roads (closed to
woturized vehicles) were considered trails in the analysis.

Survival Estimation

The MICROMORT computer software package vas used to calculate survival
and cause-specific mortality rates from the radio telemetry information
(Heisey and Fuller 1985). This method required the assumptions that marked
individuals vere representative of the population and that individuals within
sex and age classes had independent and equal probabilities of survival. Only
radio-collared bears were used in determining survival rates.

Mortality dates vere established from hunter harvest information and
estinates of dates based on radio telemetry, collarx retrieval, and mortality o
site inspection. Radio failure or suspected mortality dates were estimated by
using the date of the last radio location when the animal was known to be
alive. Survival rates included suspected mortalities from radio-collared bears
that disappeared with less than 2.5 years of elapsed time on their
transmitters, |

Seasons were defined on the basis of spring and fall hunting season
dates. These periods vere (1) spring, 15 April to 31 May, (47 days) (2)
summer, 1 June to 31 August, (92 days); (3) autumn, 1 September to 30
November, (91 days); (4) winter, 1 December to 14 April (135 days).

Life table analysis (Downing 1980) wvas applied to samples of captured and
hunter harvested black bears. HMeans were calculated from sex and age specific
survival rates of bears >= 4 years-old. Hunter harvest information from the

mandatory black bear tooth return program vas obtained from MDFWP records. It







vas estimated that this sample represents about 70% of all harvested black
bears and has been in effect since 1985 (Brown et al. 1987). Hunting district
103 vas divided into 2 districts (103 and 104) in 1989. Harvest information
referenced as district 104 includes all of district 103.

RESULTS
Reproduction

Black bear capture and radio monitoring data were examined to determine
reproductive parameters for females in the study area. Ninety-eight captures
of female black bears from 1983-1990 vere analyzed to determine first age of
reproduction. Incidence of estrous, lactation, cub presence, and nipple length
vere used in the analysis (Table 1). Lactation or cub presence was noted in
only 1 of 27 bears aged 3-5 years-old. The 4 year-old bear that did show signs
of lactation was radio collared and vas never seen subsequently with cubs.
Signs of estrous wvere noted in 15% (n = 27) of the black bears aged 3-5 years-
old. Five of eight 6 year-olds showed signs of estrous, were lactating, or had
cubs present at capture. Fifty-six percent (n = 55) of the captured black
bears >= 7 years-old were in a similar reproductive state. Radio monitoring
information indicated that no female bears first captured as 4 or 5 year-olds
(n = 4) produced cubs prior to the age of 6. Female black bears in our study
area may come into estrous as early as 3 years-old, but few successfully

produce cubs before the age of 6 years-old. Mean age of first reproduction may
be > 6 years-old.

Table 1. Reproductive state of female black bears captured in
nerthvest Montana, 1983-1990.

Lactation Nipple Length
Age Class n Estrous or Cubs »= 12 mm {n?*)
Cub-2.0 8 0. 0 0 (5)
3.0 10 1 0 0 (7)
4.0 9 2 1 0 (6)
5.0 8 1 0 0 (6)
6.0 8 2 3 4 (5)
7.0 11 3 2 7 (%)
8.0 11 2 2 9 (10)
5.0 8 2 3 6 (1)
10.0-24.0 25 12 5 23 (23)

*Sample size for nipple length measurement.

¥e have postulated that nipple length is greater for bears that have
produced cubs than for bears that have not produced cubs (Kasworm and Manley
1988). Nipple length measurements have been recorded on female bears captured
since 1984 (n = 78). None of the 24 captured black bears <= & years-old had
nipple lengths >= 12 mnm, Ninety-one percent of captured bears >= 6 years-old
(n = 54) had nipple lengths >= 12 mm. While this information does not
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demonstrate a cause and effect relationship, it vould seen unlikely that the
dramatic correlation of increased nipple length and first reproduction could
be completely coincidental. We believe this information supports our
contention that little successful reproduction occurs on our study area before
females reach 6 vears of age,
Radio monitoring of 22 female black bears >= § years-old provided
estimates of cub production and reproductive interval (Table 2). rifty-nine
female black bear-years of information wvas obtained from 1983-1990. Seventeen
litters of cubs were knovn to have been produced during the study period. Tvo
of those litters were known to have been lost because of the death of the
mother before counts of cubs could be obtained. fifteen known litters produced
25 cubs for a mean litter size of 1.7. Mean bear-years per litter wvas 3.5. |
Production of 25 cubs and the deduction of 2 bear-years from the total to |
account for the 2 known lost litters produced a calculated reproductive rate
of 0.44. Assuming each of the 2 lost litters produced 2 cubs, the calculated
reproductive rate would have been 0.49.

Table 2. Cub production of radio-collared female black bears »= 6 years-old in
northwest Montana, 1984-1990.

No. Cubs 1 3 7 4 8 1 1 25
No. Litters: 1 1 7* 2 4 1 1 17*
No. Females Monitored: 5 12 18 12 8 2 2 59

Maximum Sustainable Mortality

A population model vhich estimates maximum sustainable mortality was
developed by Bunnell and Tait (1980). This model assumed that the mortality
rate is constant for all age-classes and that cubs die only if the mother
dies. The mortality rate was balanced against the natality rate needed to , :
- produce a nondeclining population. Using an average litter size of 1.7, an Fa
interbirth interval of 3.5 years, and a first age of reproduction of §
produces a maximum sustainable mortality rate of 11% from all causes. Survival
rates less than 0.89 would cause this population to decline.

Survival of Radio Collared Black Bears

Forty-five black bears aged 4 to 21 years-old were radio collared in 3
study areas of northwest Montana during 1983-1990 (Appendix Table 1). Nineteen
~ of these individuals were males that carried functional collars for 97-1,524
days. Twenty-six of the individuals vere females that carried functional
collars for 67-1,781 days. Eighteen instances of known mortality and 4
instances of suspected mortality were recorded over the 8 years of study. No
~mortality was detected in the sample during wvinter. Eight of 9 male deaths
occurred during spring and 1 male died during summer. No male mortality was
detected during autumn. Female mortality was distributed through 3 seasons







vith 7 deaths occurring in spring and 3 each during both summer and autunn,

Seasonal and annual survival estimates were calculated by sex for each
hunting district within the study area (Table 3}. No mortality was observegq
during vinter. Interval survival rates for males were not different among
districts (7 tests, P > 0.05). Male survival rates were lowest during Spring
in all districts. Spring survival of females in district 104 was less than for
females in district 121 (P < 0.05). All other interval comparisons of females
among districts were not different (P > 0.05). Survival rates of females wvere
lowest during spring in districts 100 and 104. Summer and autuamn rates vere
equally low in district 121.

Table 3. Seasonal and annual survival rates of radio-collared black bears ip
northvest Montana, 1983-1990,

Season *
Sex Radio Spring Sumzer dutumn Annual
District a  Days [Deaths, 95% CI) {Deaths, §5% CI) {Deaths, 95% ¢I) {Deaths, 35% (I
Kale
100 § 5,546 0.75 (4, 0.56-0.99) 1.00 {0} 1.00 {0) 0.75 (4, 0.56-0.99)
104 § 4,708 0.77 (3, 0.57-1.00) 1.0 {0) 1,60 (0) 0.77 {3, 0.57-1.00)
121 21,070 0,69 (1, 0.33-1.00) 0,71 (1, 0.36-1.00) 1.00 {0) .43 (2, 0.18-1,00)
Total 111,320 075 (8, 0.61-0.91)  0.97 (1, 0.91-1.00) 1.68 {0) 0.73 (9, 0.53-0.90)
Fenale
100 § 4,634 0.82 (2, 0.62-1.00) 1.00 {0) 0.88 (2, 0.74-1.00)  0.72 (4, 0.52-1.00)
104 178,038 0.75 (5, 0.58-0.96)  0.91 (2, 0.80-1.00) 1.00 {0) 0.68 (7, 0.52-0.91)
121 5 5,989 1,00 {0) 0.94 (1, 0.83-1.00)  0.94 (1, 0.84-1.00)  0.89 {2, 0.75-1.00)
Total 26 18,641 0,84 (7, 0.74-0.96) 0,94 (3, 0.88-1.00) 0.95 (3, 0.83-1.00)  0.75 (13,0.64-0.88)

*No mortality was observed during vinter.

Annual survival rates of males vere not different (P = 0.516) between
districts 100 and 104 (0.75 and 0.77, respectively). Male annual survival
rates in district 121 (0.49) vere different (P < 0.001) from districts 100 and
104. similar relationships vere observed among female black bears. Female
annual survival rates wvere not different (P = 0.114) betwveen districts 100 and
104 (0.72 and 0.68, respectively). Annual survival rates of females in
district 121 (0.89) were different (P ¢ 0.001) from districts 100 and 104.
Pooled annual survival rates for males and females were 0.73 and 0.75,
respectively.

Cause of Mortality

Nine male and 13 female mortalities occurred over the course of this
study (Table 4). Twelve were reported hunter kills (8 male and 4 female), 2
vere illegal kills (both females with cubs and outside of legal season), 1 vas
a natural mortality (female), 3 were of unknown origin (all female), and 4
vere suspect mortalities based on the loss of the radio signal (1 male and 3
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female) .
and female annual mortalit
Hunting vas the largest sin
0.25 and 0.09 respectivel
0.06 each,

Table 4.

Source

- Natural

Unknovn

Suspect

Hale
Feaale

Hale
Female

Hale
Feaale

Hale
Fenale

Pooled mortalit
hunting districts 100,

Y. All other individual
Some of the mortalit
been related to hunting (e.qg.

Forty-five percent of total mortality vas unreported. Composite male
y from all districts was 0.27 and 0.25 respectively,
gle source of mortality for males and females at
mortality sources vere <=
y classified as unknovn or suspect may have

wounding loss or failure to report killj).

Spring
{Deaths, $5% (1)

0.00 (0)
0.05 (2, 0.00-0.11)

0.00 (0)
0.00 (0)

0.00 (0)
6.08 (0)

0.00 (0)
0.02 (1, 0.00-0.07)

0.

Suzger
[Deaths, §5% ¢I)

0.00 (0]
02 (1, 0.00-0.06)

0 (0)
0

A
00 (0)

Relations of Human Access to Mortality

Road and trail influences on black
vere described by Kasworm and Manley
from radio locations to the nearest open road
roads).

This data set was further analyzed to determine
mortality and black bear use of habitat near roads or tr

locations were analyzed.

Mean distance to the neare
killed during this study (x

1,576 m) was less (

futusn
(Deaths, 95% ¢1)

0.00 (0)
0.05 (3, 0.00-0.11)

0.00 ()
0.00 (0)

0.00 (0)

Yy rates by source for radio-collared black bears from
104, and 121 in northwest Montana, 1983-1990.

innual
{Deaths, §5% CI)

05 (2, 0.00-0.11)
{1, 0.00-0.05)

0.05 (3, 0.00-0.09)

0.03 {1, 0.00-0.09)
00-0.12)

bears in hunting districts 104 and 121
{1990).

This analysis involved distances

or trail (trails include closed
the relations betwveen
ails. Only aerial

st open road from 518 radio locations 0f bears
t-test, P < 0.001) than the

mean distance for 701 locations of bears still alive at the end of the study
(x = 1,959 m). Mean distance to the nearest trail from lo
killed during the study (x

590 m) vas less (
distance for bears still alive at the end of

the study (x

cations of bears
t-test, P = 0.043) than the mean

655 m).







Life Table Analysis o¢f the Capture Sample

Trapping activities resulted in the capture of 189 black bears >= 4.g
years old in the 3 hunting districts during 1983-1990. Comparisons of male and
female capture sample age distributions by hunting district showed no
differences among years (Kruskal-wallis, P > 0.177). Yearly capture samples
were pooled to form 6 samples of males an females from the 3 districts. Life
table analysis vas performed on each sample to estimate mean adult survival
rates (Appendix Table 2). Mean survival rates for males >= 4.0 years old

varied from 0.70-0.81 and mean survival rates for females varied from 0.72-
0.84. :

Life Table Analysis of the Hunter Harvest

A mandatory tooth return program for successful Montana black bear
hunters has been in effect since 1985. Hunter harvest from the 3 hunting
districts was 617 black bears >= 4.0 years old from 1985-1989. Comparisons of
male and female harvest sample age distributions by hunting district showed no
differences among years (Kruskal-Wallis, P > 0.082). Yearly harvest sanmples
vere pooled to form 6 samples of males and females from the 3 districts.
Similar life table techniques as employed on the capture sample vere applied
to the harvest samples to estimate a mean adult survival rate for males and
females >= 4.0 years-old (Appendix Table 3). Mean survival rates for males »>=

4.0 years old varied from 0.69-0.75 and survival rates for females varied from
0.72-0.74.

DISCUSSION

We calculated a natality rate of 0.49 and an age of first reproduction of
6 years-old for our study area. These values are similar to the natality rate
of 0.57 and 6 years-old as a first age of reproduction for the Whitefish Range
in northwest Montana (Jonkel and Covan 1971). Studies in northern Idaho have
indicated natality rates of 0.46 and a first age of reproduction at 5 years-
0ld {Beecham 1980 in Stringham 1590), However, these values contrast sharply
from central and eastern U.S. black bear populations which have reported
natality rates of 1.04-1.45 and mean age of first reproduction of 3.6-6.3
years-old (Rogers 1987, alt 1982 in Stringham 1990).

When reproductive rates of black bears and grizzly bears (Ursus arctos
horribilis) are compared, the values are similar or lower for black bears. A
study of grizzly bears on the Montana Rocky Mountain East Front (Aune and
Kasworm 1989) indicated a natality rate of 0.85 and a mean age of first
reproduction of 7 years-old. McLellan (1988) reported a natality rate of 0.86
and a mean age of first reproduction of 6 years-old for grizzly bears in the
North Fork of the Flathead drainage in northwest Montana and southeast British
Columbia. Considerable attention is currently given to reducing the mortality
of grizzly bears, because of their loy reproductive parameters. Similar
concerns should be expressed for black bears if current population levels are
to be maintained or increased.

The evidence presented indicates survival rates lower than the minimum
sustainable, given the reproductive parameters of the population. At least one
potential bias in our data involves the proximity of radio collared bears to
roads. Black bears that used habitat closer to roads appear to have a higher
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mortality rate than bears that used less densely roaded habitat. Since the
majerity of trapping occurred within 200 m of roads (both open and closed
roads), it is possible that bears captured were more prone to being killed. a

spring and fall hunting seasons in recent years.

Another potential bias in our data involves the segment of the population
sampled by radio telemetry. Only bears >= 4 years-old vere collared ang
survival rates determined by telemetry represent only that age group. Lover
survival of subadult than adult black bears has been reported (Bunnell and
Tait 1985). Hovever, given the magnitude of mortality in the 3 data sets, the
low reproductive rates of the population, and the degree of access currently
avallable, we believe that a more conservative approach is varranted in
northwest Montana black bear management.

MANAGEMENT IMPLICATIONS

Management of the black bear in Montana has evolved from early status as
a@ nuisance to that of 3 highly valued game animal. Hunting seasons in
northwest Montana have also evolved from a year round season to the current 4
veek spring season and the 12 week autumn season. Comparatively, deer and elk
seasons are held only in the autumn for 5 veeks. It is illegal for hunters to
take cubs or female bears vith young and the use of bait or dogs in hunting
black bears is prohibited. .

Hunter harvest of black bears and associated unreported mortality appears
to be the largest source of mortality. Several means of reducing hunter kill
are available. Reducing the season length during either the spring or autumn
or a combination of reductions could be applied.

Many resident and nonresident hunters in Montana receive a black bear tag
 as part of a combination license. Some of these hunters may not directly seek
to kill a black bear, but harvest them incidental to other big game hunting.
Reducing incidental take by selling tags only to hunters who are interested in
black bear hunting may reduce harvest. Incidental take could be eliminated by
closing the black bear season before the opening of general big game season,

Mortality quotas have been applied to black bear hunting in south central
Montana. These quotas involve total mortality and female mortality. When one
of these guotas is reached, the season closes on 48 hour notice. Hunting only
by permit is another option to reduce harvest by allowing only a specific

number of individuals the opportunity to hunt.
' The illegal kill of black bears documented by this study occurred

- exclusively in females; however, some of the unknown or suspect mortality in
. both sexes may have also been illegal kills. Illegal kills in this study
represented not only the loss of the adult female, but also the loss of their
- hewborn cubs. Under Montana lav, it is currently legal to carry a loaded
veapon in a vehicle while hunting. Shooting from a public highway is
prohibited, but U.S. Forest Service roads are not considered public highvays,
Changes in these laws and an intensive hunter information and education
Program could reduce the mortality of females with cubs, young bears, and
vounding losses often associated with quick shots. Increased law enforcement
activity through additional personnel, patrols, undercover operations, revards
for information, and vigorous prosecution could decrease illegal take through
deterrent effects.
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Appendix Table 1.
collared black bears in northwest Montana, 1983-1930.

Capture information, monitoring periods, and fate of radio

263-264
366-367
686-687
701-702
726-727
736-137
763-764
799-800
773-780
630-631
757-758
11-11
13-13
7-7
265-266
5-5
10-10
26-26
102-102
103-103
104-104
31-31
105-105
110-110
111-111
112-112
37-317
255-256
42-42
41-41
120-120
123-123
130-130
132-132
133-133
114-135
748-749
186-186
191-191
117-193
219-219
220-220

Sex
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Capture

Age
4
5
12
10
10
15
21
6
1
16
bl
11
16
13
8
10
7
12
7
14
11
8
7
8
11
5
15
9

e fu—
D A 2wy
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District

Captuze
Date

24 May 85
6 Jun 85
7 Jun 85

15 Jun 85

22 Jun 85

12 Jul 85
4 May 86

10 Hay 86

12 May 86

12 Hay 86

22 May 8%

30 Hay 86
5 Jun 86

13 Jun 86

15 Jun 8§
3 Jul 85
9 Jul 86

11 Jul 8%

30 2ug 86.

12 Sep 86
26 May 87
9 Jun 87
13 Jun 87

1 Jul 87
28 kug 87
30 Sep 89
12 Oct 89
30 May 90
19 Sep 90
25 Sep 90

Days
Monitored

1,524
702}
342
716
871

1,136

1,781

1,031
320
6561

1,150

97
463
421
362
689
701

1,034
343
308

1,144
367
357
421

1,058
141
342
389
354

1,016

1,010

1,008

1,160
240

1,284
703

1,266
409
595
427
202
185

73

Date of Last
Relocation
3 Hay 85
13 Jul 87
14 Apr 85
29 Apr 84
14 May 85
13 Oct 86
T Jul 87
14 Apr 89
14 Apz 87
9 May 86
14 2pr 86
14 Apr 89
14 Rug 85
21 Bug 86
10 Jul 87
20 Hay 85
25 Apr 87
8 May 87
14 Apr 85
30 May 886
15 Hay 86
21 Jun 89
11 May 87
3 May 87
12 Jul 87
14 2pr 89
17 Oct 8§
12 May 87
6§ Jul 87
3 Jun 87
14 Apr 89
14 2pr 89
14 Apr 89
2 Nov 89
§ May 87
30 Nov 90
13 Hay 89
30 Nov 90
13 Aug 88
14 Apr 89
30 ¥ov 90
1 May 990
30 Nov- 90
30 Nov 90

Suspect Mortality

Radio Failure

Radio Failure

Hunter Kill

Hunter Kill

Mortality {Unknown Cause)
Natural Mortality

Alive

Radio Failure

Hunter Kill

Radio Failure

Alive

Lost Collar

Suspect Moxrtality
Suspect Hortality
Illegal Kill (vith cubs)
Hunter Kill

Hunter Kill

Radic Failure

Illegal Xill (lactating)
Hunter Kill

Lost Collar

Hunter Kill

Hunter Kill

Lost Collar

Radio Failure

Mortality (Unknown cause)
Hunter Kill

Lost Collar

Suspect Mortality

Alive

Alive

Alive

Mortality (Unknovn cause)
Hunter Kill

Alive

Hunter Kill

Alive

Lost Collar

Alive

Alive

Hunter Kill

Alive

Alive

'Collaz used previously on another animal.
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Appendix Table 2. Age and sex specific life tables for captured male and
female black bears in hunting districts 100, 104, and 121, 1983-1990.

Kales
Huating District Lo¢ Buating District 103 Huntiag District 121
Yuaber Iaitial Survival  Humber Imitial Survival  Number [aitial Suvival

Aqe Caught Cohort Lx Rate Caught Cobort Lx Rete Caught Cobort Lx Rate

{ § 1.000 0.84§ 11 54 1,000 0.79¢ 3 1 1.000 0.389
5 { 33 0.846 0,878 § {3 0.7%6  0.484 3 U 0.88% 0,818
§ § 3 0744 0,828 ! 1 0.704 0749 § 1 0.718  .782
1 { i 0615 0413 1 30 0.55¢ 0,787 5 16 0.5¢3  0.684
H { 0 0.513 0.800 3 13 0.42% 0.370 2 11 0.407 0.81%
§ 1 16 0410 0.8758 1 10 0.310 0,650 2 9 0.333 6.1
10 ] Y 0.359 0,786 2 13 0.241  0.84¢ 3 1 0.25%  0.5M
11 3 11 0.2 0.1 ] 11 0.200 0117 0 { 0.148  1.000
12 0 8 0.205  1.000 { 8 0.8 0.5¢0 ¢ { 0.148  1.000
13 ? § 0.205 0,750 1 { 0.07¢4 0,150 0 { 0.148  1.000
H { § 0.154  0.31 0 ] 0.056  1.000 0 { 0.148  1.000
15 l 1 0.051  0.500 l ] 0.056  0.667 1 { 0.148  0.75¢
16 0 1 0.026  1.000 1 1 0.037 0,500 1 3 0.111  0.667
17 0 l 0.026  1.000 1 1 0.41% 0,000 ¢ 1 0.014  1.000
18 1 1 0.026  0.000 ¢ 2 0.074  1.000
13 1 ? 6.074 0,500
20 8 1 0.037  1.008
2 6 1 0.037  1.008
i 1 ! 0.037 0,000
Kean Survival Rate 0.144 0.636 0.805
Tenales
Buntiaq Distzict 108 Buatiag District 103 Hunting District 121
Kusber Initial Survival  Wumber TInitial Survival  Humber Initial Survival

dge Caught Cohort Lz Rate Caught Cohort Lx Rate Caught Cohort Lx Rate

2 2 1000 0,945 1 ¥ L000 0,849 1 12 1000 0,917

5 2 19 0.505  0.895 5 0L 0.4 0 11 0917 1.000

§ ! 11T 0810 p.941 3 050 0.4 3 109 0

T 15 0762 0.750 5 W08 0192 1 L0667 0.475

] § 110511 6500 3 19 0.5 0842 0 T 0.5 100

3 2 6 0.6 0,567 3 1 0.4 0.413 1 T 0583 0,85

U ©o0 0.0 ! 13 0L 0 0 6 0.500  1.000
1 1 I3 0.6 3 I 0366 0 1 60500 0.833
A N I { 0227 0500 1 S 0410 0.608
13 ! 70,085 1.000 0 10Ul L 0 30250 1.000
14 0 TS 1080 3 ¢ 0,250 0 0.5 L.one
15 2 10,085 0,000 0 1000 1000 2 I0.250  0.333
15 1 10028 0.000 0 1008 1008
1 § 1 0083 1.480
1 0 1000 1.008
13 0 1 0083 1.000
1 0 1003 1009
2 1 1 0.083  0.000

Hean Survival Rate 0.756 0,122 0.841
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SUMMARY OF QUESTIONNAIRE GIVEN TO SPRING BLACK BEAR HUNTERS IN NORTHWESTERN
MONTANA

Timothy J. Thier, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 475 Fish Hatchery Road,
Libby, MT 59923

Abstract: 1In 1986 and 1987, questionnaires were distributed to as many of the
spring black bear (Ursus americanus) hunters in Hunting District 100 (HD 100)
as possible, with a special effort made to contact all successful hunters. A
total of 125 questionnaires were returned, 61 of them from successful hunters,
Completed questionnaires vere obtained from 78% of all successful spring
hunters in HD 100, as recorded by the Montana Department of Fish, Wildlife,
and Park's (MDFWP) mandatory tooth return program for successful hunters. all
hunters were asked a variety of questions that related to hunter techniques,
number and types of bears observed, and the amount of hunter effort.
Successful hunters were asked to complete an additional section with questions
that pertained to the time of day the bear was killed, the distance the bear
was killed from an open road, and the type of habitat in which the bear vas
killed. The mean number of bears observed was 4.2 for successful hunters and
2.5 for unsuccessful hunters. Thirty-four percent of the respondents claimed
they declined shooting at a legal bear, with "small size" the most common

reason given. Twenty-four hunters stated they shot at a minimum of 29 bears
that were not killed, of which at least 2 were wounded. "Driving roads" wvas
the most common hunting technique given, with walking closed roads second.
Only 6 of the 61 bears reported killed were shot before noon. Fifty-two

percent of the successful hunters reported they killed their bear within 300 n
of an open road. Sixty-six percent of  the bears killed were first observed
from an open road. Clearcuts and/or roads vere stated as the habitat where at
least 70% of the bears were killed.

In 1986 and 1987, data was collected on black bears in HD 100 of extreme
northvestern Montana in partial fulfillment of the requirements for an M.3.

degree in Environmental Studies (Thier 1890). That study addressed the
population characteristics of black bears in the area and examined the impacts
of hunting, primarily during the spring hunting season. The spring hunting

season in HD 100 typically extends from 15 April to 15 May. During the study
28 individual black bears were captured, marked and released, 13 with radio
transmitting collars. The movements of instrumented bears and the mortality
of both marked and unmarked bears was carefully monitored.

In an effort to better understand hunter technique, effort, and success,
guestionnaires were distributed to as many of the spring black bear hunters in
HD 100 as possible, with a special effort made to contact successful hunters,
Although information from Montana's annually conducted telephone survey vas
helpful, it failed to address many limportant points. The objectives in
conducting this survey was to gather information that might complement the
other research being conducted, and to gather baseline data that would be
useful in future management.




